
9/10/20 
 
Dear Amherst Families, 
 
For the first time since March, today we welcomed our students and staff back into our buildings for in-person 
instruction. Like any start to a new school year, there are always adjustments to be made within the first 
couple weeks of school regarding schedules, busing and more. Please reach out to your building principals if 
you need assistance.  Throughout this year, I anticipate that we will have to pivot and continue adjusting as 
various situations arise. 
 
I want to share with you a new requirement the Governor is asking of school districts. New York school 
districts will be required to provide the Department of Health (DOH) with daily data on the number of people 
who have tested positive for COVID-19. The information will be publicly available on a new online COVID-19 
school data tracking dashboard, developed by DOH, which can be found here and via a link on our Reopening 
webpage. Since we are not conducting COVID-19 testing, we ask that you contact the building principal if your 
child tests positive for COVID-19. 
 
Last night, we received information about a confirmed case of COVID-19 in the District. The individual who 
tested positive has not physically attended any of our school buildings and will not physically attend school 
until they have met the requirements outlined in our Return to School Flowchart, which are based on state 
and local DOH guidelines.  
 
Fortunately, this information was communicated prior to the start of our in-person attendance; however, it 
serves as a stark reminder that we must be diligent about social distancing, wearing a mask, hand and 
respiratory hygiene. Also, if your child is not feeling well or you believe they may have come in close contact 
with a confirmed case of COVID-19, keep them home from school and consult with a medical professional.   
 
Please be aware that the District cannot release the name or any other personally identifiable information in 
these situations, but we will continue to report confirmed cases of COVID-19 to the state’s Dashboard and 
notify you via email. 
 
Finally, please remember to follow the Temperature and Daily Self Screening Protocol prior to sending your 
child to school.  Text message reminders will be sent twice a week so this remains at the forefront of your 
thinking.   
 
Thank you, 
 
Anthony Panella, Superintendent 

https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/
https://www.amherstschools.org/domain/840
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TklOb1cc_cimyDVsPmGbTsek67qKtrsH/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tre8f-S4w11R6ia0XLUKehzHeTkthQRv6l_W2PE-Chg/edit?usp=sharing

